HUNDRED
HOUR
WONDER
We look inside
what makes
Canada’s top
Low-Time Pilot,
and how you
can hire him!
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HUNDRED
Ian Wills
Endorsements
BH47,BH06

Certifications

H2S Aware
Standard First Aid
Petroleum Safety Training
ATCO Contractor Safety
BC Class 5/6 License
Restricted Firearms License
Maritime VHF License
SDI Open Water SCUBA

Flight Experience

Chinook Helicopters, 100 Hrs, 2011
Post- Ab-Initio, ~30 Hrs 206, 206L4

Education

University of Fraser Valley, 2010
Sales and Marketing Certificate

Address

44656 Cumberland Ave
Chilliwack, BC,
Canada
V2R3B6

Telephone

604-819-2523

Email

ian.wills@gmail.com

www.iangwills.ca

HOUR

On
Experience

M

astery,
exposure,
or at least cursory
knowledge
of
the
Canadian
utility helicopter industry is a
paramount asset to consider
for helicopter operators wishing
to remain
competitive in
modern times. While the many
helicopter training organizations
across our vast country offer
comprehensive ab-initio flight
instruction to complete Transport
Canada’s commercial licensing
requirements, few offer on-thejob training or practical utility
experience that is acquired through
the first few years in a pilot’s career.
That first helicopter pilot job often
consists of long hours, low pay,
and a reliance on a “get ‘er done”

attitude to accomplish tasks in a
timely manner, hoping to impress
the employer into offering a
chance at a flying position. Tasks
can include refuelling aircraft,
mixing chemicals for aerial spray
application, handling baggage and
cargo for passenger operations,
repairing operations equipment,
passenger loading, long-haul fuel
delivery, and any other tasks that
can be assigned at short notice.
Essentially, the junior helicopter
pilot’s role is to ensure the smooth
and successful operation of the
employer’s business endeavours.
Focusing on the tasks at hand, and
not pining for that future pilot’s seat
is a sure way to ensure success.
In this edition of Hundred Hour
Wonder, we feature Ian Wills,
and how his various experiences
and skills can be an asset to any
helicopter operator in Canada.
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CHOOSE
YOUR

While every commercial helicopter pilot authorised to fly in Canada
must possess a common baseline skillset, the sum of experinces and
education offered are unique and considerable.

INITIAL
FLIGHT
TRAINING

T

he ability to operate a helicopter
is a testament to the efforts
and talents required by not only
one person, but a community
of investors in a junior pilot’s abilities
and knowledge. From a young age, the
junior pilot must be allowed to explore
new ideas and skills, and learn how
to become a multi-faceted individual.

Before becoming a helicopter pilot,
my experiences included being a
deckhand on a commercial log salvage
vessel; fishing guide’s assistant; web
page developer; corporate computer
systems technician; performance
automotive technician; salesman;
and a customer service professional.
The financial hurdles encountered
with becoming a pilot must be
accomplished through a strong
work effort, frugal spending habits,
timely support from family, or an
understanding mortgage broker.
Comprehension of the intellectual
aspects of flying requires patience, solid
study skills, mathematic foundations,

and access to a solid
ground instruction program.
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HELICOPTER

W

hile many flight
schools in Canada
conduct ab-initio
training on the
lightweight Robinson R-22 or
more capable R-44 helicopter
due to low operating-and in
turn-lower training costs,
in British Columbia there
is one school which offers a
unique training aircraft in the
classic teetering-rotor Bell
47G2, Chinook Helicopters.

Cargo shorts make for a convenient
sectional holder. Photo: Andy Roe

For my ab-initio training I
elected to fly the historic Bell
47, in a G2 specification with
a Lycoming VO-435-A1 six-

cylinder 434 cubic-inch engine
pounding away at a derated 200
horsepower. The gross takeoff
limit of the aircraft was 2,450lbs
which allowed for a cockpit
load of 550lbs and 45 gallons
of fuel, and a cruise speed of
approximately 70 miles per hour.
Fortunately, my flight school was
located near a diverse selection
of meaningful practice areas
allowing for a short ferry and
the majority of our flight time
conducting practice exercises
in and outside of controlled
airspace.

Power Management and
Meaningful Approaches

Accomplishing the practical
task of flying the helicopter
is augmented only through
the
experiences
and
patience of my instructors
during ab-initio training
and thereafter with on-thejob training opportunities.

On a hot summer day with an experienced instructor to my right, my wide
posterior occupying the left seat, and a full pair of fuel tanks sloshing behind
us, accomplishing the feat of ascending into a hover in the Bell 47 was often an
event of planning, careful manuevers and sometimes thinking light thoughts.
Operating the Bell 47 at or near maximum gross weight meant developing safe

The goal of piloting a rotarywing aircraft with finesse and
precision is an ongoing and
rewarding goal that can be
a humbling experience as I
learn and grow with each hour
I add to my pilot’s log book.

Operating the
Bell 47 at or
near maximum
gross weight
meant
developing safe
flying habits
quickly.

As a professional, I strive to
make every hour of my flying
meaningful, efficient for my
employer, and productive to
my growth as a commercial
pilot.

On final approach from my first solo circuit in
Bell 47G2 C-FGGB. Photo: Andy Roe

flying habits quickly. Flying safely meant considering takeoff and departures
with minimal cyclic movement to maximise lift and forward airspeed, always
departing with the wind off the nose, and managing the carburetor de-icing
lever in anticipation of the horsepower increase as the inlet temperature cooled.
Approaches to confined areas required steady approaches at a high power
setting to simulate hover and departure power required well in advance of
the landing decision point, and wind-finding skills to ensure the approach was
always into-wind. Manual operation of the engine’s throttle provided a directresponse exposure to the correlation between available power, rotor rpm, and
climb or descent performance.
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TURbine
TIME
JETRANGER
ENDORSEMENT
Transitioning to the Bell 206 JetRanger from a Bell 47 presented some
common similarities in operation despite the fundamental difference in
the turbine powerplant’s operation in the more powerful helicopter.
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E

ngaging the starter/
generator
on
a
fully primed and
charged
pistonpowered engine results in
a mechanical thrashing and
barking of exhaust similar to
starting a large-displacement
classic car. In the event of
a failed start, the procedure
can be repeated quickly,
with little risk to the strong
reciprocating engine internals.
Transitioning
to
the
lightweight
and
high
horsepower turboshaft engine
requires an appreciation
of the intrinsic value of a

highly optimised turbine
engine combusting fuel at
temperatures exceeding 700
degrees celsius internally.
Following
a
methodical
flow allows for a repeatable
successful
engine
start
and
an
awareness
of
any potential diversions
from normal operation.
On-the-job training and
maintenance ground runs
honed my 206 start skills
to a workflow that is quick
and efficient, ensuring a
confident start in both snapto-detent and C30 modulated

starting

fuel

systems.

Assisting
helicopter
maintenance engineers on
critical component swaps such
as a free-wheeling unit, starter/
generator, tail rotor gearbox,
avionics FDM equipment
and
diagnosing
starter
generator issues has lead to
an increased appreciation and
understanding of systems
present on the Bell 206 series
Aircraft.
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The bulk of my
operational field
support experience
is in providing
refuelling, flight
following,
gear
preparation,
fuel delivery and
quality assurance,
and
ensuring
ground and flight
operations
are
conducted safely
and efficiently as a
team endeavour.

WORK EXPERIENCE

M

y helicopter pilot
work experience
thus far consists
of
a
variety
of roles all focused on the
succesful operation of my
employer’s ventures. Each
assignment required a high
level of professionalism,
efficiency, and autonomy.
In many situations, I find
myself working alone in the
Canadian wilderness with
little immediate support to
rely on, requiring a strong
sense of purpose and decisionmaking skills not unlike the
pilot-in-command
would
on a commercial charter.
Finding the best route across
an oilfield to deliver fuel

in a timely manner, safely,
requires map-reading skills
and a sense of direction beyond
just opening Google Maps.
In 2012, I spent the spring
loading and unloading SA365
Dauphin helicopters which
were tasked with transporting
crews to and from nearby
Photo Caption:
Providing spray
operations support
to Highland
Helicopters required
hauling fuel drums
around northern
Alberta in 2012 and
staging operations
in advance of the
spray helicopter.
Assistant technician
pictured replenished
the aerial
application tanks
with mixture.

Cabin Lake gas project in Fort
Nelson, BC. The summer of
2012 was spent supporting a
spray operation consisting of
a pair of Eurocopter AS350’s
applying herbicide along
transmission lines north
of Slave Lake, Alberta. The
late summer and fall of 2012
brought seismic field support

Photo Caption:
Seismic operations
support in
south-eastern
Saskatchewan in
the fall of 2012,
fuel drums provide
a flexible way to
transport fuel and
split up refueling
caches without
hauling multiple
trailers.

in south east Saskatchewan.
The Winter of 2012-13 marked
a move to Yellowknife, NWT,
to support commercial charter
operations across Northern
Canada and many other places
south of the 60th parallel.
From 2012 to 2014, commercial
operations support in the North

consisted of dispatch-based
flight following using satellite
tracking; on-site planning
and coordination of tourism
activities at winter carnivals;
operations
equipment
preparation, inventory, and
maintenance; field support
on heli-portable drilling
and seismic exploration;

and on-site dispatch, safety
auditing, and maintenance
support of Bell LongRangers
stationed at a large diamond
mine north of Yellowknife.
Prior to working in the
helicopter industry I had
about ten years of experience
in Information Technology
Management and customer
service, with a diversion into
automotive performance and
marketing management while
attending the University
of Fraser Valley part-time
for a sales and marketing
certificate.

For an always current list of my work experience and
qualifications, please connect with me on linkedin at:
http://ca.linkedin.com/in/iangwills.

“The most
effective
way to do
it, is to do
it.”
Amelia Earhart

Pilot

Photo Caption:
Fall operations in the Canadian Arctic, approximately 300km north of Yellowknife, NWT, lead to a September
snowfall and frosty morning conditions well before the rest of Canada.
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Hobbies and
Passions
While I truely live and breathe aviation, through work and
personal endeavours, there are several other aspects of my
life that drive me.

A

s you the reader may have already
inferred, I have a strong passion
for photography, technology, and
creative design. I come from a
family of creative and passionate people,
and have been fortunate enough to find a
partner in life with similar interests, my
wife Stephanie, who has been gracious with
my career endeavours, frequent moves,
and long separations since the beginning.
In the fall of 2014, Stephanie and I were offered
the opportunity to photograph missionary
organizations in the Philippines in exchange
for travel and accomodations, and we leapt at
the chance. We spent six weeks photographing
and videographing disadvantaged members
of the Pinoy population and promotional
footage for BSF Philippines, a not-for-profit
organization that manufactures maintenancefree biosand water filters. This Philippine
adventure also fuelled my need for adventure
and diversity in scenery, one of the primary
reasons I became a pilot, we travelled nearly
all over Mindanao, the largest island of
the south asian archipelago. In addition to
photography, I also have a strong background
in video production and editing, and have
often put my creative skills to use in unique
work training videos.

My wife and I share
a passion for creative
expression, adventure,
and making friendships
worldwide.

Riding a dual-sport adventure
motorcycle is one of my favourite hobbies,
allowing for an almost meditative period
of self-reflection on extended solo rides,
or a fun outlet for physical exercise on
the more challenging single-track trails
across western Canada. Initially I learned
to ride motorcycles on faster street bikes
but quickly saw the light and found that
life is more fun in the dirt!
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IAN WILLS

604-819-2523
ian.wills@gmail.com
SUMMER 2015

44656 Cumberland Ave, Chilliwack, BC V2R 3B6

SUMMARY OF QUALIFICATIONS
Commercial Helicopter Pilot

Entrepreneurship, Sales and Business
Administration Experience

Team Player & Leadership

Mechanically Inclined

LICENSES AND CERTIFICATIONS
Chinook Helicopters
Abbotsford, British Columbia








Commercial Helicopter, BH47, 2011
Turbine Rating in BH06,L,C30P
TC Class 1 Medical, Feb 2014







H2S Aware, March 2014
Standard First Aid, CPR+AED, May 2012
Petroleum Safety Training, May 2012
ATCO Contractor Safety Orientation, May 2012
NWT Class 5/6 Driver’s License, Accident Free
PAL and RPAL Firearms License, Oct 2011
Maritime Restricted Operator’s License, 1998
SDI Open Water SCUBA Certification, 2014

FLIGHT HOURS
Total Time: 126.7


Pilot in Command

38.2



BH47

90.5



Cross Country

16.9



BH06

27.2

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE
Helicopter Operations Coordinator
Great Slave Helicopters Ltd., Yellowknife, Northwest Territories


Hire This
PILOT NOW
Thanks for reading! To
contact Ian for employment
opportunities please see
current resume to the right.

Operations support to hangar and field operations. Experience with Helicopter Flight Data
Monitoring software support (Appareo) in field operations. Conducted seismic support in field and
fuel coordination for enviro-tanker based fueling operations. BH06, L4 systems training and
elementary task training, recurrent training March 2014.

Ground Support Crew
Taiga Helicopters (1993), Whitecourt, Alberta


December 2012 to September 2014

April 2012 to December 2012

Ground support to AS350D and BH06 helicopters in fieldwork. Duties included transporting fuel
cross-country, hot refueling, and maintaining operations gear. Coordinated fuel haul logistics for
spray operations in northern Alberta with partner helicopter charters, and provided long-haul fuel
support to seismic operations in southern Saskatchewan. Performed vehicle and equipment
maintenance and assisted with aircraft maintenance operations. Conducted all aspects of work
with safety and professionalism in the highest regard.

Ground Support Crew
Qwest Helicopters, Fort Nelson, British Columbia


March 2012

Provided hot refueling services to BH05, AS350, BH06 and SA365 helicopters, in addition to
baggage and passenger handling. Operated over-wing and single-point pressurized refueling
services of Avgas and Jet-A fuel trucks as part of CYYE fixed base operator (SkyNorth) for DH8,
B737 and D328 aircraft among others.

REFERENCES
John Buckland, Operations Manager, Great
Slave Helicopters

(867) 873-2081 – john@gsheli.com

Fred Prufer, President, Taiga Helicopters (1993
Ltd)

(780) 778-3674 – fred@taigahelicopters.com

Steve Harmer, Instructor Pilot, IFR ATPL

(403) 613-1410 – steveharmer@me.com
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For more photography by Ian Wills, please visit his flickr stream at
www.flickr.com/photos/iangwills or visit my website www.iangwills.ca

All images and text copyright 2015 Ian Wills unless otherwise
stated, all rights reserved.

www.iangwills.ca

